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Topics

“Ask Early, Ask Often!”

• PAPPG Significant Changes

• NSF Response to Natural Disasters

• Policy FAQs

• Modernizing Account Management

• Proposal Submission Modernization

• NSF Outreach Opportunities
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PAPPG Implementation Schedule

• Spring 2017 – Federal Register for 
public comment

• Comments received by July 24, 
2017

• October 30, 2017– Released to 
the community

• January 29, 2018 – PAPPG 
becomes effective
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PAPPG Significant Changes

• Revises eligibility standards to:
▪ Add a new subcategory for Institutions of Higher Education

▪ Revises the eligibility of foreign organizations

• Increases the budget justification from three-page limit 
to five-page limit

• Implements current pilot on Collaborators and Other 
Affiliations (COA).

▪ COA template will now mirror content of PAPPG

▪ New footnotes have been added to address frequently 
asked questions
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PAPPG Significant Changes

• Clarifies that the five year period of support in Results 
from Prior NSF Support means “an award with an END 
date in the past five years or in the future…” 

• Reminds organizations that it is their responsibility to 
define and consistently apply the term “year” in the 
Senior Personnel Salaries and Wages Policy section
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PAPPG Significant Changes

Updated vertebrate animals coverage:

• PAPPG also includes new language that reflects the new 
award-specific condition on organizational 
responsibilities for the life of the grant.

• Guidance further states that “additional IACUC approval 
must be obtained if the protocols for the care and use of 
vertebrate animals have changed substantively from 
those originally proposed and approved.” 

• Supplements do not require a separate IACUC approval 
letter unless the scope of the project has substantively 
changed, in which case a new signed IACUC approval 
letter is required.
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PAPPG Significant Changes

Updated human subjects coverage:

• Adds language to reflect the organizational 
responsibilities regarding the use of human subjects for 
the life of the grant.

• Adds language on post-award responsibilities stating that 
“IRB approval must be obtained if the protocols for the 
use of human subjects have been changed substantively 
from those original proposed and approved.”

• Adds language regarding supplemental funding.  Such 
requests do not require a separate IRB approval letter. 
However, if the scope of the project has been 
substantively changed, a new signed IRB letter is 
required.
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PAPPG Significant Changes

• Removes Exhibit VII-I, Grantee Notifications and 
Requests for Approval from the PAPPG.

▪ Grantee Notifications are in Chapter VII.

▪ Requests for Approval are in the Research Terms and Conditions, 
Appendix A

▪ NSF will be adding an “Other Request” to address those requests not 
currently included in Research.gov

• Streamlines Allowability of Costs Chapter to remove 
sections that simply restate the Uniform Guidance. 



10

Research Terms & Conditions
Appendix A – Prior Approvals Matrix
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NSF Responses To Natural Disasters

• Current NSF Policy in PAPPG, Chapter I.F.
▪ Special Exceptions to NSF’s Deadline Date Policy

▪ Process in place to submit proposals after the NSF deadline

• Types of Proposals Available 
▪ RAPID

▪ EAGER

• Related Information
▪ GRFP Applicants and Reference Writers

▪ News Release on NSF Funding

• Email address for inquiries: naturaldisasters@nsf.gov, and updated information on NSF.gov

mailto:naturaldisasters@nsf.gov
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Policy FAQs

Participant Support Costs

• May I include conference speaker fees in the participant 
support costs section of the budget? 

• We would like to rebudget our NSF award to move funds out 
of the participant support category. Do we need NSF approval 
to do this? 

• Are costs such as room rental fees, catering, supplies, etc. 
related to an NSF-sponsored conference considered 
participant support costs? 

• Do participant support costs apply for all participants, or do 
they only apply for non-awardee organization participants? 

• May human subjects that are being paid as survey takers be 
considered participants? 

• We are preparing a REU proposal. Is it acceptable to categorize 
students as both employees and participants if we have made 
the appropriate determination? 
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Modernizing Account Management

NSF is modernizing the account management of our external grant systems to 
streamline the user experience for maintaining accounts and centralizing 
access.  A person’s NSF ID will be used to manage his/her profile data and 
permission information.

Target State – A Single Identity per User
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Proposal Submission Modernization

• PSM is a multi-year initiative to modernize the 
proposal submission capabilities currently in FastLane 
and implement new capabilities in Research.gov. 

• It aims to reduce the administrative burden to the 
research community and NSF staff  associated with 
preparation, submission, and management of 
proposals.

• In FY 2017, NSF has focused on completing proposal 
section modernization concepts that incorporate 
feedback received by the community and NSF staff.

• In FY 2018 NSF will begin the use of Research.gov to 
prepare and submit proposals.
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Proposal Submission Modernization

• User chooses the applicable proposal type

• The choices shown here will be customized 
to the funding opportunity

• Indicator shows required 
proposal setup process steps
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• Inline edit of the title

• Conditionally required sections become 
required after corresponding data is input

• Add and Remove Co-PIs, Senior Personnel, 
and OAUs 

• Quick access to link Collaborative 
proposals 

Proposal Submission Modernization
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Proposal Submission Modernization
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• Immediate feedback on compliance of all 
documents that are uploaded to the 
system

Proposal Submission Modernization
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• All totals are dynamically 
summed and the total 
amount is placed on the 
cover sheet

• Multiple years displayed on 
one screen

Proposal Submission Modernization
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Proposal Submission Modernization

• Video demonstration 
available online.

• Soft Launch will begin 
in 2018

• Launch will only be 
available for non-
collaborative research, 
full proposals

• Future releases will 
enable other proposal 
types and features

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=tbU5agcTe1o&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tbU5agcTe1o&feature=youtu.be
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Proposal & Award Policy Newsletter

• New quarterly newsletter

• Stay abreast of policy and 
procedural developments

• Next edition scheduled for 
November/December
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For More Information

Ask Early, Ask Often!

• nsf.gov/staff

• nsf.gov/staff/orglist.jsp

• nsf.gov/about/career_opps/rotators/index.jsp


