
UF Economic Impact Statement for Inclusion in Recovery Act Proposals

Part I: For Inclusion in Abstract Section

The University of Florida contributes substantially to the local and regional economy.  In 2008, UF created 2,525 jobs and recent studies have shown that UF contributes nearly $6 billion annually to Florida’s economy.  The university employs about 34,000 people directly on its main campus and via UF organizations, such as the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, is responsible for the creation of 74,894 jobs statewide.  The current proposal will create or retain [XXX] jobs.
Part II: For Inclusion at Beginning of Research Plan Section
The University of Florida (UF) is one of the largest comprehensive public universities in the United States, with enrollment exceeding 50,000 students. Besides the main campus in Gainesville, the University has statewide operations at numerous Research and Education Centers, Shands Hospitals and clinics, and extension offices in all 67 counties of the state. UF has a significant economic impact to the state of Florida through its academic and physical operations, capital outlays, allied organizations, healthcare services, and spending by faculty, staff, students, and visitors.

UF is not only a major educator, but also a major economic force.  Recent studies have attributed UF with contributing nearly $6 billion annually to Florida’s economy. The university employs about 34,000 people directly on its main campus and via UF organizations, such as the Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences, is responsible for the creation of 74,894 jobs statewide.  

In 2005-2006, UF’s total revenue was $3.95 billion. About 45 percent of that figure, or $1.79 billion, came from outside the state’s borders, through sources such as federal funding for research, spending by out-of-state students attending UF and out-of-state visitors to Florida. Health care services account for the majority of the remaining 55% of UF’s revenue.  
UF also spends $4.35 billion annually, including $3.87 billion in Florida; the university contributes $3.24 billion in total value-added impacts to personal income and business profits, and the Colleges of the Health Science Center, Veterinary Medicine and UF healthcare services have a $3.39 billion in annual output, or revenue, impact.

UF is also a major partner in several regional collaborations with other universities and research institutes in Florida.  Through the Center of Excellence in Regenerative Health Biotechnology, UF is partnered with several community colleges across Florida in federally and state-supported programs to train a biotechnology workforce.  In conjunction with Florida State University and the Los Alamos National Laboratory, UF manages the NSF’s National High Magnetic Field Laboratory at Tallahassee.  UF’s College of Medicine has entered into a partnership with the Moffitt Cancer Center in Tampa to develop world-class programs in cancer care, research and prevention.  UF is the lead institution in the Florida Energy Systems Consortium – a consortium of five public universities in the state of Florida funded by the State Legislature for research on alternative sources of energy.
As an institution, UF is fully committed to its research enterprise.  The Division of Sponsored Research and the Contracts and Grants Accounting services at UF are familiar with the range of reporting expectations under the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

