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Researchers Find Sea Turtle
Habitat In St. Joseph Bay
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The waters of St. Joseph Bay are
home to a previously unknown feeding ground for endangered green turtles, University of Florida researchers
have discovered.
A large number of young turtles
come to the bay to feed on sea grass
and bulk up for the rigors of adult life,
and the area’s growing human population could pose a threat to the feeding
ground, the researchers say.
“With more people using the bay
for fishing and other recreational purposes, there’s some cause for concern,”
said Erin McMichael, a graduate student in interdisciplinary ecology at
UF’s Institute of Food and Agricultural Sciences. “We know that turtles
can be injured by boat strikes and fishing lines, and increased use of the bay
could damage the sea grass beds that
provide a food source for the turtles.”
McMichael and Ray Carthy, a
researcher at the Florida Cooperative
Fish and Wildlife Research Unit, have
spent the past three years studying the
use of coastal habitats by green turtles
along the coast of the Florida Panhandle, a study that included use of satellite transmitters to track the turtles’
movements. Though green turtles are
still found in the world’s warmer
climes — including much of the U.S.
Atlantic and Pacific coasts and all of
the Gulf of Mexico coast — the turtles
are now considered threatened
throughout much of their range, and
are listed as endangered in Florida.
For most people, mention of sea
turtles brings to mind the image of
hatchlings emerging from nests on the
beach and struggling toward the
ocean, but green turtles lead complex
lives largely unseen by humans. In
their early years, they ride ocean cur-
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