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Division of Research Program 
Development 

• Find Funding for Research 

• Assistance with Grant Writing 

• Internal Seed Grant Programs 

• Limited Submission Opportunities 

• Facilitating Industry Collaborations 



Finding Funding 

• What activity needs support? (research, 
dissertation, organize a conference, travel to 
conferences, equipment…) 

• Develop keywords 
• Search databases 
• Sign up for email alerts 



Funding Sources 
Internal 
• Your Department & College 
• University-wide opportunities 

 
External 
• Professional Organizations 
• Government Agencies 
• Foundations 

 
• List of graduate student opportunities: 

http://research.ufl.edu/research-program-
development/external-funding.html (Look near the top for 
link to Graduate Student Funding Opportunities handout) 
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Types of Funding Relevant to Grad 
Students 

• Graduate Assistantships 
• Scholarship Programs 
• Graduate Fellowships 
• Dissertation Fellowships 
• Dissertation Improvement or Research Grants 
• Study Abroad Fellowships 
• Visiting Student Fellowships 
• Travel Grants 
• Training Grants 
• General Research Grants open to students 

 



Graduate Assistantships 

• Generally awarded directly through college or 
department 

• Often pays both tuition and stipend in exchange for 
research, teaching, or other commitment 

• Process to apply varies widely by department and 
graduate program – best resource is the graduate 
advisor for the program in question. 



Scholarship Programs 

• Vary widely by source 
• Often pay part or all of tuition, or may pay for some 

supplies, too – much like undergraduate scholarships 
• May or may not have a specific focus area 
• Example – Marilyn Little Scholarship: $1,000 for 

international students with a major in an area of 
particular need in their home country 

• Example – Dan David Prize Scholarships: $15,000 for 
grad students and postdocs doing research in a set of 
fields that changes every year (this year: history, the 
information revolution, and bioinformatics) 



Graduate Fellowships 
• Generally provide tuition, a stipend, and sometimes 

other funds for supplies, travel, internship 
• Slightly more common in the physical and life sciences 
• Example – DOE Computational Science Graduate 

Fellowship: for PhD students in a wide variety of fields 
related to energy & computational science, provides 
payment of tuition & fees, a $36,000 stipend, an 
allowance for buying a computer/professional 
development expenses, and a practicum experience at a 
national lab 

• Example – Soros Fellowship for New Americans: Covers 
50% of tuition & fees plus $25,000 stipend for two years 
of graduate study for first- and second-generation 
Americans in any field of study 



Dissertation Fellowships 

• Usually start support late in the PhD process – funds to 
help you complete the dissertation and graduate 

• Slightly more common in humanities & social sciences 
• Example – Harry Frank Guggenheim Dissertation 

Fellowships: $20,000 to support the last year of 
dissertation writing (after research is done) for those 
studying violence and aggression 

• Example – Mellon/ACLS Dissertation Completion 
Fellowships: $30,000 stipend, $3,000 research costs and 
tuition/fees up to $5,000 for one year to complete a 
dissertation in the humanities and related social sciences 



Dissertation Improvement or Research 
Grants 

• Provide funds specifically to support research leading to 
a dissertation 

•  Example – Wenner-Gren Foundation Dissertation 
Fieldwork Grants: up to $20,000 to support off-site 
research in anthropology 

• Example – NSF Doctoral Dissertation Research 
Improvement Grants in the Directorate for Biological 
Sciences: up to $13,000 funding to improve dissertation 
research by conducting research in specialized facilities, 
participating in scientific meeting, or fulfilling other 
research funding needs 



Study Abroad Fellowships 

• Provide funds for graduate study and/or research abroad 
•  Example – U.S.-Israel Binational Science Foundation 

Travel Grants for Young Scientists: a $4,000 travel grant 
for PhD students or postdocs in a variety of STEM fields 
to travel to Israel to conduct research in facilities not 
available in the U.S. (LIMITED SUBMISSION 
PROGRAM) 

• Example – Whitaker International Fellows Program: 
supports one year of coursework, research, or internship 
anywhere outside the U.S. or Canada for biomedical 
engineering PhD students 
 



Visiting Student Fellowships 

• Provide funds for students to travel to a specific site or 
institution and stay for some period of time for research 
or educational purposes 

• Example – Yale Beinecke Rare Book & Manuscript 
Library Visiting Graduate Student Summer Fellowships: 
supports doctoral candidates to come to Yale to do 
research in this library, providing travel costs and a living 
allowance of $3,000/month 

• Example – NSF East Asia Pacific Summer Institutes for 
U.S. Graduate Students (EAPSI): covers travel 
expenses, stipend, room & board for 8-week program for 
master’s or PhD students, including training and 
matching with a research mentor 



Travel Grants 

• Generally cover all or part of travel expenses to a 
professional meeting or research site 

• Example – ACLS Pre-dissertation Summer Travel 
Grants in China Studies: up to $5,000 to support a 3-4 
month visit to China to prepare for dissertation research 

• Example – NEWAID Foundation Travel Grants: up to 
$750 to support Masters of Public Health students or 
recent graduates to travel to research sites 
 



Graduate Student Travel Grants at UF 
 
 

Office of Research – Graduate Student Travel Fund 
http://research.ufl.edu/research-program-

development/internal-competitive-funding.html  
Maximum $400 + 1:1 match by college/dept 
• Presentation at national meeting OR unique off-site 

research experience 
• Apply minimum 1 month before travel 
• Priority to doctoral-level students 
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Graduate Student Travel Grants at UF 
 
 

UF Graduate Student Council –Travel Grants (eligible 
departments) 

http://ufgsc.org/ 
• $350 reimbursement-based awards, funding up to half of 

travel costs 
• For graduate students presenting their research or 

participating in professional development at conferences 
• Submit at least 6 weeks before conference 

http://ufgsc.org/


Training Grants 

• Institution-level awards that support a certain number of 
graduate “trainees” 

• UF faculty apply for these funds and carry out the 
training program 

• The graduate program(s) involved solicit applications 
from interested students in a variety of ways – the best 
way to find out if there is a training grant at UF related to 
your work is to ask your department’s graduate 
coordinator or your advisor 
 



General Research Grants 

• Some regular research grants are open to graduate 
students to apply for them directly 

• Your advisor may need to sign off on the award 
• Read eligibility language closely on grants of interest – 

you might be eligible to be the Principal Investigator (PI)! 
• Example – UF Clinical & Translational Science Pilot 

Project Awards: provides funding for early-stage clinical 
research projects, and graduate students may apply 
directly 
 



Finding Funding: Where to Look 
Research Program Development website provides 

information on external funding sources: 
• http://research.ufl.edu/research-program-

development/external-funding.html 
• http://research.ufl.edu/funding - UF’s funding database 

 
Searchable Databases 
• Federal opportunities: Grants.gov (http://www.grants.gov) 
• Foundations: Chronicle of Philanthropy 

(http://philanthropy.com/deadlines/) 
• GrantForward (formerly IRIS – 

https://www.grantforward.com)  
• COS/Pivot: http://pivot.cos.com/  
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UF Funding Opportunity Manager Page 

http://research.ufl.edu/funding 
• Updated daily with opportunities that UF is eligible for 
• Includes federal, state, foundation, and UF-internal 

funding opportunities 
• Focuses on research funding opportunities for faculty, 

with some for postdocs and students 
• Sign up for regular email digest of opportunities 

published in various categories (e.g. Science & 
Engineering, Postdoc) 

• This is where UF posts guidelines for internally-
coordinated limited submission opportunities – always 
check here before applying! 

http://research.ufl.edu/funding


Pick All Deadlines to see possible recurring opportunities 



Limited Submission Opportunities require UF to select a certain number of applicants –  
There will be some kind of internal deadline for these if you click through 





Email Alerts for New Opportunities 





COS/Pivot 

• Funding Searches and Funding Email Alerts 
• To register: http://pivot.cos.com/ and click on “sign up” 

(top right) while on campus 
• Create your Profile 
• Funding alerts based on info in PI’s Pivot Profile (or can 

set up specific searches, save them and have them 
emailed to you as funding alerts) 

 

http://pivot.cos.com/


Can search for a profile here 



Established scholars mostly already have profiles 









Limit search to grants valid for work in Florida 

Find funding for the correct type of activity 

Robust keyword system means you’re more likely to find what you want 
Use this here or in the “NOT” section below to screen for your eligibility 





Think outside the box (and as broadly as possible) for keywords 



Check the “Explode” checkbox in this section  
to include all “child” keywords in your search 



Check to see if there are additional keywords  
relevant to your search 



Partial words sometimes bring up more useful results 



Save to get weekly email alerts 

Use categories & characteristics at left to filter your results 





If you see this tag, STOP, do not pass Go,  
do not start applying yet 
 
Contact our office or search http://research.ufl.edu/funding 
for internal coordination details 

Always trust the sponsor’s website over  
                    Pivot’s information 

Sign up for 
alerts for 
this opp 

http://research.ufl.edu/funding


Read the fine print 
– usually UF is 
the “applicant” 
and you are the 
“investigator,” but 
not always! 



Other Email Funding Alerts 

 NSF (Daily or Weekly) 
◦ http://www.nsf.gov/publications/obtain.jsp  

 NIH Guide TOC (Weekly) 
◦ http://grants1.nih.gov/grants/guide/listserv.htm 

 Grants.gov (Daily) 
 http://www.grants.gov/web/grants/manage-subscriptions.html 

 Foundation Center RFP Bulletin (weekly) 
or Philanthropy News Digest  daily alerts 
– and Foundation Center Funding 
Watches (choose arts, health, or 
education) 
◦ Available at http://www.foundationcenter.org/ under “Newsletters” 
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The Foundation Center website is also useful to find out what 
Foundations have been funding 







Information on previous awards can really help 
when guidelines are vague! 



http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/funding  
• Workshops for Students – Videos available online 
• NSF Workshops 
• NIH Workshops  
• General Grant Writing Workshops (Bess de Farber) 
• Others (McNair Scholars, Fulbright, Museums) 
• Grants @ UF Digital Collection – Institutional 

Repository section with full grant proposals 
• List of grant, fellowship, and scholarship 

opportunities for students 
• Great links with further reading on grantsmanship 

UF Libraries Grant Resources 

http://guides.uflib.ufl.edu/funding


The Making of Great Keywords 
• Think outside the box on your keywords – it’s unlikely 

that a funder is looking for your exact project, but they 
might be looking for projects related to the overall topic 

• Think of how you can spin your research – e.g., energy 
efficient windows = sustainability (abstracts/intros of 
related papers may be a good place to find ideas) 

• Look at what sponsors are actually funding to see if 
yours is a good match – or if there’s a better way to 
describe your research to show what a good match it is 



Where to Look for Example Keywords 
• Relevant publications (keywords given for the article) 
• Your advisor’s Pivot profile 
• Pivot’s Advanced Search tool 
• Names of grants, centers, and research areas for faculty 

whose work you admire 
• Once you’ve identified a funder – the words used in 

successful projects they’ve funded or in their mission 
statement 

• If your advisor or other faculty whose work you admire 
have collaborations – see how their collaborators in 
other fields describe their related work to see if it applies 

• The way you and colleagues in your field describe your 
research to non-specialists 
 



Key Takeaways 
• Know what kind of funding you need 
• Formulate some keywords that describe your research in 

both broad and narrow terms 
• Cast a broad net to see as many opportunities as 

possible 
• Sign up for email alerts of new funding opportunities 
• Check eligibility and focus areas of possible 

opportunities and previously funded projects to make 
sure what you’re proposing is fundable by this source 

• Use your funded colleagues and funded faculty as 
examples of what to look for 

• USE the resources UF provides (Office of Research, 
Libraries, Graduate Advisors) while they’re available 
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