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espite concern about
D the state of the world

economy, the contin-
ued success of science to
produce new ideas and new
solutions gives us reason for
optimism.

The US. research and
development system — one
that relies heavily on the
nation's public and private
universities — remains the
envy of the world. Far from
stagnating, the science and
engineering occurring today

support dwindles.

side their expertise.

e Sustainable Energy
e Emerging Pathogens
e UF Water Institute

strain on natural resources.

N

at our universities is leaping forward, the result of changes at once cultural, technological
and institutional. These changes haven't received a lot of attention outside academe, but
they are reshaping science in America, raising its potential for good even as financial

One huge change involves how university scientists work.
Where researchers traditionally toiled as individuals or in small groups of like-minded
colleagues, they are increasingly attuned to the benefits of collaboration with those out-

Another change is technological. Thanks to increasing computing power, ambitious re-
search no longer requires ultra-expensive equipment. Simulation has become a cheaper
— and even more powerful — option.

A third change: While still devoted to pure science, universities are more focused on
science that matters to people today. Universities are as likely to market discoveries as
publish them, speeding their delivery to the public.

These changes may seem broad and conceptual, but they have a real and practical
impact. Several notable initiatives at UF tell the story:

e UF's statewide collaboration
The current contraction is not the first “"down” cycle in the U.S. economy in the past
70 years, and it won't be the last. But beginning with the nation’s recovery from World
War I, U.S. university research has been at the heart of the nation’s economic strength.
It was university research, after all, that sparked the information technology revolution.
University research has been critical to the genesis of biotechnology and nanotechnology,
both seen as key to a future where a booming world population places an increasing

If history is any guide, the change in university laboratories and research centers
today will play a similarly positive role in the nation’s recovery from its current doldrums,
and help the U.S. maintain its status as a global leader.

DRr. WIN PHiLLIPs, VICE PRESIDENT FOR RESEARCH
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THe UF WAaTeR INSTITUTE. THE SEVERE
DROUGHT THAT PLAGUES MUCH OF THE
SOUTHEAST MAKES OBVIOUS THE GROWING
NEED TO ENSURE ADEQUATE WATER SUPPLIES
FOR PEOPLE AND NATURE ALIKE. UF HAS
HAD MANY RESEARCHERS WORKING ON
DIVERSE WATER PROBLEMS. THE WATER
INSTITUTE DRAWS THEM TOGETHER TO WORK
ON COMMON GOALS AND SOLUTIONS AND IT

BRINGS INDUSTRY AND PUBLIC POLICY GROUPS

INTO THE MIX.




COLEABORATION

UF’s GROWING TIES WITH OTHER LEADING

RESEARCH AND MEDICAL INSTITUTIONS
AROUND THE STATE — INCLUDING SCRIPPS
FLORIDA IN JUPITER, THE BURNHAM INSTITUTE
FoR MEebicaL ReseARcH NEAR ORLANDO
AND THE Morrtt CANCER CENTER IN
TAMPA — ARE EXAMPLES OF THE LINKAGES
ESSENTIAL TO ANSWERING THE BIG QUESTIONS

IN SCIENCE AND MEDICINE.




Proposals Submitted 5,430
Awards Received 6,175
New Awards Received 2,668
UFI\iBIiS{IfﬁA Continuations or Supplementals 3,507
SuU RY OF Grant and Contract Dollars Awarded $549,875,156
SDF?nsored Gifts for Research $11,776,484
ESEARCH Total Sponsored Research Funding $561,651,640
OOA Projects Active During the Fiscal Year 6,799
g Faculty Receiving Awards 1,932
N CTIVITY

Sponsors 1,047
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